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ith diverse experience and expertise in designing
structures ranging from the School of Engineering
Design at [IT Madras to the Muziris Heritage
Project in Ernakulam, a complex of museums
that celebrates tha rich culture of Kerala, Or Benny
Kuriakose has emerged as one of the finest minds in the
country who applies universal principles of architecture
with a strong understanding of local realities. Having
trained under the legendary British-born architect Padma

Shri Laurie Baker Dr Kuriakose has extended his architechure, we are
philosophy of conservation architecture across residential mm tha
and commercial projects in south India, with a significant o it
contribution towards rehabilitating and rebuilding disaster change.
sites at Nagapattinam, Bhuj and Latur. The kind of uildings
coming up in our cities do
not win any architecural
" awards. When we buld 100
ur uroan L
demolished. How ane we going
to salve the problem of housing
for masses in such a case? The

architecture needs
surgery, not medlcme"

What is the key dilterence
.7 between sustainable and
PmChcmg wvernacular architecturs?
The world has come in realise
concepl’s that there are limits 1 growth
such as cost- because of resource scarcy.
: Hence, the role of architects and
effechvengss, ity -
conservation, the survival of mankind. s
and therefore their duty to employ
s sustainahle practices in slow
sustainable down global warming So we
architecture ﬁ“mm
for over three materials and energy-eficent
methods to achieve this.
decur'jes, Tk i -
acclaimed daﬁhpmiwuhmnycmn:;;
: pi :
architect ﬂm‘*’”ﬁ] jorkyr MM
aspects of the people. In Indta,
we should not look towands the
4 West, but into our traditional
shares his methods of bullding. What are the key generatons. These areas nead - Qunlty ol consivuchan, wikch
i i challenges faced by our 0 be addressed on an urgency  tletermines the durablity
diagnosis baiks. butkings has come down
bout “.ﬂFl.ll-M‘ architects today? Boastonde ovee i st W
i hb:mH s cnidsvaied Do you think sustainahle three decades. We need a
affordable affordahle homes fundamental issues conceming reneved focus on qualty and
S Affordahls housing s a the profesmion of architecure architecture will have any
housing in requiement In such as a lack of qualty h-::mmiﬂdnqmd ety semkaneoualy.
the country :‘d'“’*““"m?f;j“"’i o Conetructon WG VOIS Cur whan archiechreneeds Wit kind of change in
a large extent. But housing Is creatng eties, which are surgery, not medicine. When it @Ppreach do we need from
stil a distant dreers. When]  livesbie for the future comes 1o sustainable both, planners as well as

citizens?

Unfortunately, the present
generation of architecs and
enginesrs do not learn about
indigenmis architechiral
methods. They hardly learn
about tirmber roafs or earth as a
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HERTTAGE HOME. SITUATED IN A QUAINT VILLAGE IN TAMIL HADU,
HAS BEEN RESTORED BY DR KURIAKOSE IN IT5 TRADIMONAL CHETTINAD STYLE

Muziris’ st 15
mastly & rural area, while
Alleppey & an urban area. The
principles are the sams, but there
are slight variations in
application. We have to identify
local strengths and assets and
ennvert them intn sueeeeshul
products, therelry improving tha
overall quality of life of the
residents.



