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From Our Desk

Old buildings are not given enough care. Most owners regard them as a burden, and no
maintenance is carried out. They are demolished without giving any serious thought to their
possible importance. Old buildings are considered ‘old-fashioned’. Besides those buildings, which
can be put in the monument category, there are thousands of ordinary buildings which form an
integral part of the culture of the people. A large number of these buildings, some of them
qualitatively much better than the protected monuments, are being demolished at
regular intervals. Quite simply, nobody thinks about conserving an old building in general.

There is not a good example of a timber-framed building known to the equator, which has been
conserved by incorporating modern facilities. The most important problem in conserving the
traditional architecture is that modern engineers and architects do not generally know about the
traditional methods of construction. However, the hopeful sign is that there are craftsmen who
can still build in a well-trained way. A heritage bill to protect our monuments is highly advisable for
India.

Explore More on Topic

Recent Highlights

Elle Decor - India’s leading design magazine, featured Dr. Benny Kuriakose in their Decor People
Segment for the June - July edition of their magazine. This is the third time Elle Decor sits down
with the designer to talk about architecture and his work in the field. In this article, you can read


https://shoutout.wix.com/so/82Oclgchn/c?w=UHd-9ax7YTHTuDv6w750LK7dRo_CoNM1dQjqd2RW98c.eyJ1IjoiaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuYmVubnlrdXJpYWtvc2UuY29tL3Bvc3QvdHJhZGl0aW9uYWwta2VyYWxhLWFyY2hpdGVjdHVyZS1jb25zZXJ2YXRpb24tcHJvYmxlbXMiLCJyIjoiODI1Yjc5ZTYtYjE0Yy00ZDA5LWZhNzQtOTkzYTQ5MDhiZmQ5IiwibSI6ImxwIn0
https://www.bennykuriakose.com/post/traditional-kerala-architecture-conservation-problems?utm_campaign=4ccdd128-c7eb-4d14-8bb8-8d3a30a4c882&utm_source=so&utm_medium=lp

about Benny Kuriakose’s view on Sustainability and Vernacular architecture. The article glosses
over his design philosophy and attributes his success to designing for the client and their needs.
He also fondly reminisces about his mentorship under Laurie Baker and how that impacted the
designs we see today. Also, it gives a sneak peek into some of the works done over the years
such as the Dakshinachitra, Chitra Rajan Residence and more executed by Benny Kuriakose
and Associates, that bring together a holistic approach to design and architecture.

DECOR PEOPLE

INCONVERSATIONWITH

BENNY KURIAKOS

Making compelling statemenis through form, function
and natural evolution, the architect is following the
SJooisteps af his mentor Laurie Baker and (rangforming
spaces with his indigenous ideas
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https://shoutout.wix.com/so/82Oclgchn/c?w=zYAm6w7pshy8AE76MYL3dbI9Fhnxm-Ps87aJwo_PmRA.eyJ1IjoiaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuYmVubnlrdXJpYWtvc2UuY29tL3ByZXNzLTEvZWxsZS1kZWNvci0tLWluLWNvbnZlcnNhdGlvbi13aXRoLWJlbm55LWt1cmlha29zZSIsInIiOiIwYWJiMzZlYy1iOTUzLTQyZTYtOTM2OS1lYjY5NWIyYzljZGIiLCJtIjoibHAifQ

Heritage Walk with Dr. Benny Kuriakose

On July 01, 2023, Dakshinachitra hosted a Heritage Walk with Dr. Benny Kuriakose at
the Dakshinachitra Museum. Participants from various parts of India, actively participated
in the walk. It was an enthralling session that began at Puthupally House and ended at the
new ongoing transplantation work of Coorg Kodira House, which helped people
understand more about traditional South Indian architecture. Benny Kuriakose was
asked many questions, and he answered them all and cleared up any confusion. He also
shared his knowledge and memories with the audience.
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Tharavad, which translates to a traditional ancestral home in Malayalam, weaves together the
nostalgia and soul of Kerala architecture. This 25-cent plot of land on the Bay of Bengal coast
captures the glory of the past with an open courtyard supported by Chettinad stone pillars, a
spacious back verandah overlooking a private garden, and a built-in timber seating called

"Charupadi" that allows for much-needed comfort in the company of nature. "Padippura” or
gatehouse, a typical Kerala architecture feature forms the entrance to the house. The adornment of
the entryway by authentic stone pillars brought from Calicut, together with timber, stone and
tiles, continues the traditional theme. The central courtyard or "Nadumuttam" is designed with
elements drawn from the design of a nalukettu house. The tharavad house exudes elegance,

comfort and convenience with a natural earthiness.
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https://shoutout.wix.com/so/82Oclgchn/c?w=ENY7ot9ECDgYwOQdOS4mrusaVrk0ph9aZuPRJgwWvDg.eyJ1IjoiaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuYmVubnlrdXJpYWtvc2UuY29tL3Jlc2lkZW50aWFsLTEvdGhhcmF2YWQiLCJyIjoiNmY5ZGU5MzUtYzhhZC00NDBjLTEyM2YtZTg0ODEwZTEzODk5IiwibSI6ImxwIn0

Learn More

Blog Spot
Latest Blogs to Explore

The Kerala Mosques That Have Been Restored To Their
Past Glory

This blog written by Naseef T.P details the importance of
preserving historical heritage and talks about the four
mosques which has been conserved to its past glory.

Design Consideration For Differently Abled Students in
Schools

It is important for the school layout to be sensitive to the
differently abled, and implement some techniques into space
planning, catering with their needs. This blog talks about the
design considerations involved in planning the layout such as
ramps, entrances, door widths, corridor widths, window sill
heights etc.



https://shoutout.wix.com/so/82Oclgchn/c?w=W73YwKVelFoFsHjpNjukN_VXkqH6oCcjrAnREwOD7Ks.eyJ1IjoiaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuYmVubnlrdXJpYWtvc2UuY29tL3Bvc3QvY291cnR5YXJkLXRoZS1iZWF1dHktYW5kLWZ1bmN0aW9uYWxpdHkiLCJyIjoiODQ5MzQ5YzgtNmUyZS00NTUwLWMyYTYtZDkwMWZjMWNhMTA3IiwibSI6ImxwIn0
https://shoutout.wix.com/so/82Oclgchn/c?w=U-LaNu7Fe7CzlwEIOLKOeCNFHp88dNMJN43xnIZi5fU.eyJ1IjoiaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuYmVubnlrdXJpYWtvc2UuY29tL3Bvc3QvdGhlLWtlcmFsYS1tb3NxdWVzLXRoYXQtaGFzLWJlZW4tcmVzdG9yZWQtdG8tdGhlLXBhc3QtZ2xvcnkiLCJyIjoiMzhiY2UwMjQtNTIzYy00M2IwLTY2YzItZTIwNjFmYWM1MTYyIiwibSI6ImxwIn0
https://shoutout.wix.com/so/82Oclgchn/c?w=U-LaNu7Fe7CzlwEIOLKOeCNFHp88dNMJN43xnIZi5fU.eyJ1IjoiaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuYmVubnlrdXJpYWtvc2UuY29tL3Bvc3QvdGhlLWtlcmFsYS1tb3NxdWVzLXRoYXQtaGFzLWJlZW4tcmVzdG9yZWQtdG8tdGhlLXBhc3QtZ2xvcnkiLCJyIjoiMzhiY2UwMjQtNTIzYy00M2IwLTY2YzItZTIwNjFmYWM1MTYyIiwibSI6ImxwIn0
https://shoutout.wix.com/so/82Oclgchn/c?w=tJOwWPxTgqPPm8Fqv2sIfydgFZPAJ8ErU0kzYPY1Y6w.eyJ1IjoiaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuYmVubnlrdXJpYWtvc2UuY29tL3Bvc3QvbWFoYWJhbGlwdXJhbS10aGUtc2Vhc2lkZS1hcnQtaHViIiwiciI6IjJjYmJiZDdiLTk3NDUtNDMyYi00MDQzLWVkNjVlMmJkYTc0NiIsIm0iOiJscCJ9
https://shoutout.wix.com/so/82Oclgchn/c?w=G78otim4GyZqsDRsvjH7ylUMNVpHH6T1fQDKJy8gMvo.eyJ1IjoiaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuYmVubnlrdXJpYWtvc2UuY29tL3Bvc3QvZGVzaWduLWNvbnNpZGVyYXRpb24tZm9yLWRpZmZlcmVudGx5LWFibGVkLXN0dWRlbnRzLWluLXNjaG9vbC1kZXNpZ24iLCJyIjoiMWU2YTM3NDMtZWM1My00ZTYwLWJjMjMtYmEyZmNiMDVkZmJlIiwibSI6ImxwIn0
https://shoutout.wix.com/so/82Oclgchn/c?w=G78otim4GyZqsDRsvjH7ylUMNVpHH6T1fQDKJy8gMvo.eyJ1IjoiaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuYmVubnlrdXJpYWtvc2UuY29tL3Bvc3QvZGVzaWduLWNvbnNpZGVyYXRpb24tZm9yLWRpZmZlcmVudGx5LWFibGVkLXN0dWRlbnRzLWluLXNjaG9vbC1kZXNpZ24iLCJyIjoiMWU2YTM3NDMtZWM1My00ZTYwLWJjMjMtYmEyZmNiMDVkZmJlIiwibSI6ImxwIn0
https://www.bennykuriakose.com/residential-1/tharavad

Plumbing and Sanitary Fittings Workshop By Jaquar

On July 28, 2023, The team attended a workshop on plumbing and sanitary fittings held in the
office. The presentation led by the Jaquar Team coordinated by Mr. Parthasarathy. This
workshop was an insight into the various plumbing and sanitary fittings, shower cubicles, water
heaters and the modern technologies in details. The team got to understand how to make the
selections for each section of the toilet based on the design and functionality of the products. The
workshop concluded with a question answer section where all the doubts were clarified in detail
by the Jaquar team.

Ecogradia Sustainability Forward Podcast with Dr. Benny
Kuriakose

Benny Kuriaksoe joins Nirmal Kishnani in the third season of Ecogradia Podcast, which is full of
rich, varied, and all-encompassing audio episodes. The discussion captured on July 12 delves
deep into topics including what it truly means for a structure to be energy efficient, how modern
and traditional design differ, and whether or not home goods can absorb carbon from
the environment. The ftrailer has been released and is available on Apple podcasts, spotify
and Google Podcasts.
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https://shoutout.wix.com/so/82Oclgchn/c?w=65llYmQ9Q1IRi58ydZk1QAvLGxxZDRQqsSw6nscJ3wo.eyJ1IjoiaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuZWNvZ3JhZGlhLmNvbS9wb2RjYXN0L3RoZS1oZWF0LWlzLW9uLXByZXNzaW5nLWFoZWFkLXdpdGgtYS10aGlyZC1zZWFzb24tb2YtdGVuLW5ldy1lcGlzb2Rlcy8iLCJyIjoiMTA5MjRkNDYtMTUxYi00NTBiLTk1YWQtOWJhNjk3YmFhM2IwIiwibSI6ImxwIn0
https://shoutout.wix.com/so/82Oclgchn/c?w=10d4oGADJwCcJ3c3SIb3PiBX8Pugd4dzHg3pl_7biGc.eyJ1IjoiaHR0cHM6Ly9tYXBzLmdvb2dsZS5jb20vP3E9RmxhdCtGJTJDK1RoaXJkK0Zsb29yJTJDK1NwcmluZ3dvb2QrQXBhcnRtZW50cyUyQytOby4rNiUyQytSYW5qaXRoK1JvYWQlMkMrQ2hlbm5haSIsInIiOiI2ZDUzNmI5Ni04NmM3LTQ2MDQtNjAyNC00MGUwMjlkODhkODMiLCJtIjoibHAifQ
https://shoutout.wix.com/so/82Oclgchn/c?w=10d4oGADJwCcJ3c3SIb3PiBX8Pugd4dzHg3pl_7biGc.eyJ1IjoiaHR0cHM6Ly9tYXBzLmdvb2dsZS5jb20vP3E9RmxhdCtGJTJDK1RoaXJkK0Zsb29yJTJDK1NwcmluZ3dvb2QrQXBhcnRtZW50cyUyQytOby4rNiUyQytSYW5qaXRoK1JvYWQlMkMrQ2hlbm5haSIsInIiOiI2ZDUzNmI5Ni04NmM3LTQ2MDQtNjAyNC00MGUwMjlkODhkODMiLCJtIjoibHAifQ
https://shoutout.wix.com/so/82Oclgchn/c?w=-DD1wqFCvwuXtPn5-9lYO9u8UVD4Dx9PSwJqOFToVRk.eyJ1IjoiaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuZmFjZWJvb2suY29tL3NoYXJlci9zaGFyZXIucGhwP3U9aHR0cHM6Ly9zaG91dG91dC53aXguY29tL3NvLzgyT2NsZ2Nobj9sYW5ndWFnZVRhZz1lbiIsInIiOiI2ZDUzNmI5Ni04NmM3LTQ2MDQtNjAyNC00MGUwMjlkODhkODMiLCJtIjoibHAifQ
https://shoutout.wix.com/so/82Oclgchn/c?w=JUAMxnPkUJsBe8pblULruYjkOv1pOxYcwsidgHFokoc.eyJ1IjoiaHR0cHM6Ly90d2l0dGVyLmNvbS9zaGFyZT91cmw9aHR0cHM6Ly9zaG91dG91dC53aXguY29tL3NvLzgyT2NsZ2Nobj9sYW5ndWFnZVRhZz1lbiIsInIiOiI2ZDUzNmI5Ni04NmM3LTQ2MDQtNjAyNC00MGUwMjlkODhkODMiLCJtIjoibHAifQ
https://shoutout.wix.com/so/82Oclgchn/c?w=0057ZzGRMAm6gTbPyUSI5zRkO8QN3GCWqBt_oEbRC50.eyJ1IjoiaHR0cHM6Ly9waW50ZXJlc3QuY29tL3Bpbi9jcmVhdGUvYnV0dG9uLz91cmw9aHR0cHM6Ly9zaG91dG91dC53aXguY29tL3NvLzgyT2NsZ2Nobj9sYW5ndWFnZVRhZz1lbiZtZWRpYT1odHRwcyUzQSUyRiUyRnN0YXRpYy53aXhzdGF0aWMuY29tJTJGbWVkaWElMkY3NjBkNjFfMmM1ODZlNDAxMjNlNDgyMThhYzI3OTllMzVhYmVjOGYlN0VtdjIuanBnJmRlc2NyaXB0aW9uPU5ld3NsZXR0ZXIrJUUyJTgwJTkzK0F1Z3VzdCsyMDIzIiwiciI6IjZkNTM2Yjk2LTg2YzctNDYwNC02MDI0LTQwZTAyOWQ4OGQ4MyIsIm0iOiJscCJ9
https://shoutout.wix.com/so/82Oclgchn/c?w=9XSNqPRlpYliFysvE6FyVymB_7VRjkqVDX-UvEpIiBI.eyJ1IjoiaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuYmVubnlrdXJpYWtvc2UuY29tLyIsInIiOiI2ZDUzNmI5Ni04NmM3LTQ2MDQtNjAyNC00MGUwMjlkODhkODMiLCJtIjoibHAifQ
https://www.ecogradia.com/podcast/the-heat-is-on-pressing-ahead-with-a-third-season-of-ten-new-episodes/

“There are thousands of ordinary buildings which form an integral part of the culture of the
people”
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